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International transport contracts - introduction
Introduction

Transport is divided into three transport sectors:
4.1
inland carriage (road and rail);

4.2
ocean carriage;

4.3
air carriage.

An important incident of ocean carriage is stevedoring operations, and of all  sectors is warehouse (or port terminal) storage.

A typical journey

A typical journey for the international carriage of goods by sea carried in a container or on a flat-rack will involve the following sectors of transport and handling and be subject to convention, domestic or contract law, or absent these, bailment law or its equivalent in civil law countries.  Each sector involves risk of loss or damage which increases with handling at a warehouse or container yard:

	Export
	
	
	Import
	

	Inland transit
	Loading Port
	Ocean carriage
	Discharge Port
	Inland transit

	Warehouse loading dock
	Container yard

Law:

Convention; or

Domestic; or Combined transport bill of lading* contract
	On board

Law:

Bill of lading*
	Ship’s rail to container yard

Law:

Bill of lading*


	Container yard  gate

to final warehouse; or to rail head and road carriage to final warehouse

Law: Convention or domestic

	Road to gate at loading port/ or

Road to railhead, storage, road to gate at loading port

Law:

Convention if applicable; or domestic law; or  Combined transport bill of lading contract terms
	Customs inspection
	Sea voyage:

Reefer container on power

Law:

As above
	Customs inspection
	

	
	Container yard to ship’s rail

Law:

As above
	Discharge from ship to container yard

Law:

As above
	Container yard to gate exit

Law:

As above
	


*Bill of lading:  Any of the conventions:  Hague Rules (1924); Hague Visby Rules (1968); Hague Visby Rules (1968) and SDR Protocol (1979); Hamburg Rules (1978); and some countries have implemented domestic legislation which is similar to one or has elements of one or more of the above conventions; eg, Australia –Amended Hague Rules (1997); Canada – Carriage of Goods by Water Act 1985; United States – Cogsa.  Note that some countries have not adopted any of the conventions.  This is discussed in Ocean Carriage.

Which can be illustrated along a straight line as follows:

	Exporter’s warehouse
	Inland carriage*
	*Ship’s rail at port of loading
	Ocean carriage
	Ship’s rail at port of discharge*
	*Inland carriage
	Importer’s warehouse
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Figure 59: A typical journey for carriage by sea from export to import warehouse.

* Note that the port boundary/terminal gate is not depicted above, and should appear between inland carriage and ship’s rail (port of loading) and ship’s rail (port of discharge) and inland carriage.
Where the goods are carried by air, read the table above as referring to an airport, the international carriage document as an air waybill, and the law as the Warsaw Convention (1929) and various Protocols if adopted by the relevant country. The airport boundary is the equivalent of the terminal gate.
